
 
 
 
 
 
 
August 21, 2009  
 
Via Email 
 
Cathy Zima 
Deputy Chief 
Wireline Competition Bureau 
Federal Communications Commission 
 
Jeremy Miller 
Deputy Chief 
Wireline Competition Bureau 
Federal Communications Commission 
 
Kathryn Berthot 
Chief 
Spectrum Enforcement Division 
Federal Communications Commission 
 
Neal McNeil 
Assistant Chief, Engineering 
Spectrum Enforcement Division 
Federal Communications Commission 
 
 
RE: Meeting between FCC Staff and ACTA Representatives 
 
Dear Ms. Zima, Mr. Miller, Ms. Berthot, and Mr. McNeil: 
 
On behalf of the Administrative Council for Terminal Attachments (ACTA), thank you for 
taking the time from your busy schedules to meet with us on Wednesday, August 12th.  We 
appreciate the concern expressed about our dilemma regarding ACTA filings and the perception 
that many companies are no longer taking the registration of telephone terminal equipment 
seriously before putting their new products on the market.   
 
As explained in our presentation, it is our belief that although, the economy has played a role, a
misunderstanding among manufacturers/importers regarding the Part 68 rules and the 
Commissionôs role in enforcement of these rules has contribured to a significant decline in ACTA 
registrations.  The failure to register with the ACTA database and to certify with technical criteria 
leads the ACTA to believe that non-compliant terminal equipment is being placed on the United States 
market without regard for potential harm to the network, hearing aid compatibility, and access to 
emergency services.  This situation creates a potential hazard for communications networks and their 
consumers and also disadvantages those manufacturers/importers that comply with the Commission's



Part 68 rules and register appropriate terminal attachments with the ACTA.  It is an opinion of some
that the lack of enforcement is a contributing factor to this situation, so much so that many TCB 
laboratories have “moth-balled” their Part 68 test equipment.  
 
The ACTA welcomes the opportunity to work with the Commission to educate the industry 
surrounding the existing rules and to provide appropriate clarity regarding the application of 
these rules to terminal equipment.  To this end, I would like to again invite the Commission to 
attend ACTA meetings. We believe that both the industry and the Commission would benefit 
from such participation. We also note that Industry Canada regularly attends and provides input 
to ACTA meetings.  Our next scheduled meeting will take place at 10 am on Thursday, September
10, 2009 at the Telecommunications Industry Association facilities in Arlington, VA (2500 Wilson 
Boulevard, Suite 300, Arlington, VA 22201).   Our agenda shows the meeting duration until 5 pm; 
however, we typically conclude the General Meeting by 2 pm.
 
Thank you again for your consideration.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact 
me. 
 
Regards, 
Jim Haynes, Chairman 
ACTA 
jim.haynes@ieee.org 
 
 
cc:  Thomas Goode, ATIS General Counsel
 


