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Protection Engineers Group (PEG)

Procedures and Guidelines for Operations

I.
Introduction and Background

This document sets forth procedures and guidelines for use by the Protection Engineers Group (PEG), a technical group composed of telecommunications industry electrical protection specialists and organizations which meet in a conference-driven environment.  These organizations represent the providers of telecommunications services with a plant investment in transport and/or switching and manufacturers of telecommunications equipment.   


PEG provides ATIS with in-depth expertise in the area of electrical protection.  Membership in PEG, however, will not preclude or limit any member from pursuing any other course of action in the electrical protection field.

II.
Scope and Responsibilities
PEG’s primary goals are to encourage the free-flow of ideas among electrical protection specialists and to be a resource to provide state of the knowledge information on electrical protection.
III.
PEG Structure
A.
Officers

The officers of the PEG shall be a chairperson, a vice chairperson, and a recording secretary.  Each of these officers shall be named by ATIS and the PEG Advisory Board (PEG-AB).  The chairperson shall preside at all PEG conferences and all meetings of the PEG-AB, and shall perform such other duties and exercise such other powers as may be prescribed by the PEG membership.  The recording secretary shall be responsible for developing and distributing the agenda prior to the PEG conference and PEG-AB meetings and for preparing minutes, as required.  To maintain continuity, the recording secretary shall serve as an officer until he or she is no longer able or wishes to serve, until removed for cause (see Section III. D.), or until a successor is named by ATIS and the PEG-AB.

The vice chairperson shall, in the absence or disability of the chairperson, perform the duties and exercise the powers of the chairperson, and shall perform such other duties and exercise such other powers as the PEG membership may prescribe.  The vice chairperson shall, upon vacancy of the chairperson position, succeed to the position of chairperson to serve out the term of the office remaining.  The PEG-AB may appoint a PEG member to fill a vacancy of the vice chairperson or recording secretary which may occur between elections.  The appointment shall be limited to the term of office remaining.

B.
PEG Advisory Board (PEG-AB)

The members of the PEG-AB who represent the individual categories shall be nominated by ATIS and the PEG-AB and will serve until no longer able to serve on the PEG-AB, until removed for cause (see Section III. D.), or until a successor is named by ATIS and the PEG-AB, to maintain the continuity of the Board.  The PEG-AB shall consist of the PEG officers and up to three representatives for each category, as defined in Section IV. Membership, as well as ex-officio members (who shall be entitled to vote upon matters before the PEG-AB).  Ex-officio members include past PEG Chairpersons, Outstanding Contributing Members, and one member representing the PEG Secretariat.  The PEG-AB shall have general supervision of the PEG affairs, set meeting dates and locations, approve annual conference themes, determine topics, obtain speakers, and perform other duties as are identified by the PEG membership.  ATIS and the PEG-AB may appoint a PEG member to temporarily or permanently fill any PEG-AB vacancy.

The Outstanding Contributing Member category is intended for individuals who have given of their time, effort, and support for the activities of the PEG.  This category shall not exceed three individuals at any one time and shall be nominated by members of the PEG-AB and/or ATIS.  An Outstanding Contributing Member shall be confirmed by a two-thirds vote of the PEG-AB and shall be have the rights, privileges, requirements, and responsibilities of all PEG-AB members.


C.
Election and Terms of Officers

Every two years, the PEG chairperson and vice chairperson shall be named by ATIS and the PEG-AB, and the term of office is for two (2) years and shall be limited to two (2) consecutive terms.  


D. 
Removal for Cause - Abandonment

The officers of the PEG and the members of the PEG-AB may be removed in case of abandonment of office by consensus of the PEG-AB.

“Abandonment of an…office is a species of resignation, but differs from resignation in that resignation is a formal relinquishment, while abandonment is a voluntary relinquishment through nonuse.  It is not wholly a matter of intention, but may result from the complete abandonment of duties of such a continuance that the law will infer a relinquishment.  It must be total, and under such circumstances as clearly to indicate an absolute relinquishment; and whether an officer has abandoned an office depends upon his overt acts rather than his declared intention.  It implies nonuse, but nonuse does not, of itself constitute abandonment.  The failure to perform the duties pertaining to the office must be with actual or imputed intention on the part of the officer to abandon and relinquish the office.  The intention may be inferred from the acts and conduct of the party, and is a question of fact.”

E.
Administrative Support

ATIS will provide support services for PEG, such as distribution of draft agendas, meeting notices, and meeting notes.

IV.
Membership

Organizations which are eligible for ATIS membership (eligibility is defined in the ATIS Bylaws) are eligible for membership in PEG.  The representative of a PEG member organization shall be concerned with or responsible for matters relating to electrical protection.


PEG membership is available in the following interest categories:  Service Providers (i.e., Exchange Carriers, Interexchange Carriers, Wireless, CATV), Manufacturers (including Manufacturers representatives), and General Interest (i.e., testing laboratories, consultants, government agencies, and academia).  To obtain membership in PEG, such an organization shall submit a membership application to the PEG Secretariat c/o ATIS.  Such an applicant, upon review and approval by the PEG Secretariat, shall be a PEG member upon payment of appropriate annual fees (see Section V.)

V.
PEG Fee Structure


The PEG Secretariat shall establish the PEG membership annual fee structure and the activity fee structure for participation in PEG functions (i.e., PEG conferences).  This shall be accomplished with the advice of the PEG-AB and shall be reviewed annually.


PEG membership is contingent upon payment of annual fees.

VI.
PEG Conferences

The PEG-AB will be responsible for the scheduling of PEG conferences.  Notices and agendas will be distributed to PEG members at least sixty (60) days prior to the conference.  Participation in PEG conferences is open to all, with payment of appropriate annual fees and activity fees (see Section V.).


To encourage the free-flow of ideas among electrical protection specialists and to seek industry comments on various electrical protection issues, the PEG-AB may periodically schedule meetings to which non-PEG member industry experts may be invited by the PEG-AB to discuss electrical protection issues or to solicit input from non-PEG member electrical protection specialists.

VII.
PEG Interest Category Meetings


The PEG Interest Category meetings are restricted to members of each interest category (as defined in Section IV.) and are normally held in conjunction with the PEG annual conference.
VIII.
Changes to these Guidelines

Any changes to these procedures and guidelines must be approved by the PEG‑AB. 
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