
MEMORANDUM  

 

To:  ATIS Forum Participants 

 

From:  Thomas Goode, ATIS General Counsel 

 

Re:  Summary of Changes to ATIS Operating Procedures  

 

Date:  May 1, 2014 

 
 
 

The ATIS Operating Procedures for ATIS Forums and Committees (OP) have been revised.  The 

changes in version 5.3 are intended to: 

 

 Address issues raised by the American National Standards Institute (ANSI).  During 

ATIS’ 2013 procedural audit, ANSI recommended changes to ATIS’ OP to provide 

clarity and maintain alignment with ANSI’s Essential Requirements.  These changes 

include: 

o Section A.4 includes revised text pertaining to the Forum deliberations required if 

comments are received that a proposed ATIS American National Standard (ANS) 

duplicates an existing or pending ANS. 

o Section A.5 includes new text confirming that ATIS will notify ANSI of the 

discontinuance of a standards project. 

o Section A.7.9 includes revised text confirming existing ATIS processes related to:  

(1) the sending of Public Review comments to the relevant ATIS Forums for 

review; and (2) the distribution of the reasons for unresolved negative ballots in 

default balloting materials.  Another change to this Section clarifies that Public 

Review comments that are editorial in nature are not required to be circulated for 

a new ballot.   

o Section A.10 clarifies that ATIS will notify public commenters of the Forum’s 

decision regarding a substantive comment as well as the reasons for the decision.   

 

 Remove duplication between Appendix A and the main body of the OP.  Previous 

versions of the OP have included duplicative text in both the main body and in Appendix 

A (see, e.g., changes to Sections A.2, A.3, A.13, A.14, A.15). 

 

 Provide additional flexibility.  There are two changes proposed to offer greater flexibility 

to ATIS Forums in the maintenance of ANSs: 

o New Section A.7.1.1 creates the opportunity for an ATIS Forum to undertake a 

more focused process related to revisions aimed solely at updating references 

(normative or informative).  This allows the group to ballot only the updates to 

the references and no other parts of the document.   

o New Section A.13 offers ATIS Forums three options for the maintenance of 

ANSs: (1) periodic maintenance – the current five-year review cycle; (2) 

continuous maintenance – allowing updates more frequently than once every five 



years (but minimally every five years); and (3) periodic maintenance – a ten-year 

review cycle. 

 

 Reflect recent organizational changes and Forum work programs.  Annex B has been 

updated to reflect the sunsetting of the ATIS Machine-to Machine Committee (M2MC) 

and IPTV Interoperability Forum (IIF), as well as the incorporation of the Network 

Performance, Reliability and Quality of Service Committee (PRQC) as a subgroup within 

the Packet Technologies and Systems Committee (PTSC).  Additionally, the descriptions 

of OBF and PTSC work programs have been updated to more accurately reflect their 

work.  Because the Forum descriptions included in this Appendix are not identical to the 

Forum mission statements, the Appendix has been recaptioned from “Forum Mission 

Statements” to “Forums.” 

 

 Increase readability/understandability.  This category of changes includes the majority of 

the proposed edits (see, e.g., changes to Sections 3.2, 4.3, 5.1, 5.3, 7.1, 11, 12, A.6, 

A.7.8).  

 

The new version of the Operating Procedures is effective on May 1, 2014.  If there are any 

questions, please do not hesitate to contact Thomas Goode, ATIS General Counsel.  

 

  

 

 


