Central Office Code Assignment Guidelines (COCAG)
APPENDIX F

ATIS-0300051.apf
Reissued: September 1996


EXTRAORDINARY NPA-SPECIFIC ALTERNATIVES
The following is a list of potential alternatives to be considered by Code Administrator(s) and interested parties when developing extraordinary NPA-specific conservation procedures.  These alternatives, which should not be considered an exhaustive list, have been included as a suggested starting point and should not be viewed as recommendations.  Furthermore, the alternatives have been listed in no particular order of importance.

•
Accelerate the reassignment of numbers that have been disconnected, or otherwise returned.  For example, some LECs reassign business lines after 12 months and residence lines after 6 months, and some cellular carriers reassign their "churn" lines after 6 months.  These intervals should be shortened, where appropriate.

•
Provide relief for a given switching entity/point of interconnection (POI) which is exhausting its  numbers by taking advantage of available numbers in adjacent switching entities/POIs through one or both of the following methods:


(a)
Transfer of unassigned blocks of numbers from a CO code (NXX) in an adjacent switching entity/POI (i.e., "CO Code sharing")


(b)
Physical transfer and number change of customers served by the "Exhausting" switching entity/POI to an adjacent switching entity/POI ("Area Transfer")

•
Advance the mandatory dialing date for a new NPA by shortening the permissive dialing period.

•
Revamp the entire code relief project for a specific NPA by tightening up the schedule.  For example, it may be possible to advance the relief date to avoid exhaust.

•
Ration the availability of NXX codes.  One way of doing this would be to limit the number of NXXs assigned per month in order to meet the projected relief date.  An entity not receiving a code in the month requested would be given appropriate priority for the next months code assignments.

•
Cancel all reserved codes, no exceptions.

•
Return codes to the assignment pool that are not being used directly to serve customers, e.g., plant test codes.

•
Encourage agreement by industry sectors to delay the request for new codes for a new switching entities, new points of interconnection and new services.

•
Explore shifting boundaries of adjacent NPAs that have extra capacity in order to provide more numbers in the jeopardy NPA.


