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Issue Statement/Business Need:  

In order for the NANPA or PA to assign numbering resources, INC Guidelines (CO Code Assignment Guidelines and the Thousands-Block Pooling Administration Guidelines) require a service provider applicant to provide an Operating Company Number (OCN), which uniquely identifies the applicant, on each NXX and NXX-X application.  However, the guidelines do not address OCNs on applications for NXXs and NXX-Xs after a service provider has merged or acquired another service provider.  

When a service provider goes through a merger/acquisition, the service provider must follow certain notification procedures as outlined in “Codes for Identification of Service Providers for Information Exchange” – ATIS-0300251.207.  Section 4.4 of this document states that the “Company Code assigned to the surviving legal entity should be retained,” but it also allows company codes assigned to the non-surviving legal entities to be retained.  

Although a service provider may be permitted to retain non-surviving company codes (referred to as OCNs in the INC Guidelines), INC guidelines do not address applying for new resources using the surviving OCN, if possible.  Appropriate direction in the guidelines will prevent a carrier no longer operating in a certain area from continuing to request and being assigned additional resources.   Further, SPs may be using the non-surviving OCNs to get resources for which the SP may or may not qualify.  It is recognized that many mergers and acquisitions are lengthy processes, and although the intent is not to direct the SP on how to reorganize their business, there should be some direction provided that the goal is to eliminate the use of numerous OCNs operating in the same area for the same service.

Suggested Solution:  
Update the CO Code Assignment Guidelines and the Thousands-Block Pooling Administration Guidelines to provide direction with regard to OCNs that should be used on future central office code and thousands block forms when requesting central office codes and thousands-blocks after a merger or acquisition.
Additional work required for the solution to this issue to be implementable by the industry--consider functional platform; interoperability; performance, reliability, and security; OAM&P; ordering and billing; and user interface work.
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Activity Log (can be very brief but this must be regularly updated on a meeting-by-meeting basis and include all agreements reached and action items):
· INC 113 (Aug2010): The issue was discussed and amendments were made to the contribution and saved as a “revmarked” version CO/NXX 468R1. Participants agreed to review the NGIIF “Mergers and Acquisitions” document to ensure that the text in the revmarked contribution does not contradict language in the document.
· INC 114 (Oct2010): Participants discussed the NGIIF “Mergers and Acquisitions” document and made further edits to CO/NXX-468R1. Issue placed in initial closure. 
Resolution Statement:
INC made the following text changes to COCAG Section 6.3.2:

6.3.2
Code Holder Responsibilities / Code Maintenance

When evaluating OCN use after a merger/acquisition occurs, the Code Holder may consider the following options:
a.  If an SP decides to change an NXX and OCN association due to a merger or acquisition, the surviving or acquiring company/ Code Holder must request an OCN change for a non-pooled code through the NAS.  If the NXX is a pooled code, the surviving or acquiring company/ Code Holder must submit a Central Office Code (NXX) Assignment request - Part 1 to the Pooling Administrator, through the Pooling Administration System (PAS).  For non-pooled requests submitted via NAS and pooled request submitted through PAS, the applicant must pick the "INTRA-COMPANY OCN CHANGE" as the type of change, and identify ”Merger/Acquisition" as the reason in the drop down list.  The applicant must ensure that the surviving or acquiring company’s OCN has been added to the applicant's PAS and NAS profiles prior to requesting the OCN change.  
The surviving or acquiring OCN company may need to revise and provide a new, consolidated thousands block forecast in PAS for numbering resources.

If a merger and/or acquisition occurred after the most recent Form 502 submission, the surviving or acquiring OCN company must submit a new Form 502 forecast if the surviving or acquiring OCN company  does not have a forecast on file for the current cycle and plans to request blocks or codes prior to the next Form 502 submission deadline.   Form 502 must contain the surviving or acquiring company’s OCN in the company information and must complete the appropriate forecast form.  The carrier must submit the new forecast prior to submitting a thousands-block (Part 1A) or central office code (Part 1) application using the surviving or acquiring company’s OCN;  
b: If an SP decides in a merger/acquisition to change the name of the company on an OCN, the SP should contact NECA.
 

The holder of a CO code (NXX) assigned by the CO Code Administrator or acquired by other means such as transfer (i.e., by merger or acquisition) must use the code consistent with these guidelines.  Most importantly, the new code holder must be prepared to participate in an audit in order to effectively assess code utilization.  Any revisions to information on the CO Code (NXX) Assignment Request Form Part 1 must be submitted to the CO Code Administrator as soon as the code holder is aware of these changes.  This information is necessary regardless of who has AOCN responsibilities.

An OCN cannot be shared with another SP.  It is the responsibility of each code holder to update and maintain its code records in BIRRDS with accurate OCN information.  This responsibility includes correcting embedded CMRS records that are reflected in BIRRDS with an ILEC OCN.
 


If the Code Holder no longer provides service in the rate center associated with the NXX code, the SP must notify the CO Code Administrator. SPs cannot enter NXX code disconnect information in appropriate industry databases until NANPA has processed the code disconnect Part 1 request, responded with a Part 3, and updated the BIRRDS ACD screen with the appropriate effective date. Where there are LNP ports associated with the NXX code being returned, the initial Code Holder shall work cooperatively with the CO Code Administrator and the newly selected Code Holder to transition the default routing functions associated with the NXX code (see Appendix C).  

Updated:   11/8/10
� See ATIS Codes for Identification of Service Providers for Information Exchange (ATIS-0300251.2007) and  ATIS Next Generation Interconnection Interoperability Forum (NGIIF), Mergers and Acquisitions (ATIS-0300099).


� Prior to CMRS SPs acquiring their own Company Codes/OCNs, the ILEC permitted the CMRS SPs to use the LEC’s OCN in BIRRDS.  CMRS SPs now are required to obtain their own Company Codes/OCNs. 
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