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Mr. Roger Hixson, ENP – Technical Issues Director

rhixson@nena.org
Mr. Rick Jones, ENP – Operations Issues Director

rockford9@aol.com
National Emergency Number Association (NENA)

Mr. William Cade – 911 & Communications Center Operations Director
cadew@apco911.org
Ms. Nancy Pollock – APCO Liaison to ESIF
npollock@mn-metro911.org
Association of Public-Safety Communications Officials International (APCO)

Re: Request for Input and Participation Regarding ESIF Issue 34, Emergency Services Messaging Interface – Next Generation Need
Dear Mr. Hixson, Mr. Jones, Mr. Cade and Ms. Pollock:
The purpose of this correspondence is to inform you that the Emergency Services Interconnection Forum (ESIF) accepted Issue 34, Emergency Services Messaging Interface – Next Generation Need, at its ESIF 10 meeting (July 13-15, 2004) and to request your input and participation in the work of the task force which was set up to review the issue –– the Emergency Services Messaging Interface Task Force (“Task Force”). Please refer to the following links for relevant information regarding the kick-off of this important new issue.

· ESIF Web Site
http://www.atis.org/esif/index.asp
· Emergency Services Messaging Interface Task Force Web Page
http://www.atis.org/esif/esmi.asp
· ESIF Issue 34
http://www.atis.org/esif/docs/ESIF_Issues_Files/ESIF-034.doc
· Emergency Services Messaging Interface Terms of Reference (Contribution 2)
http://www.atis.org/esif/docs/Contribution-ESMI-002.pdf
· PSAP ALI Interface – Next Generation Need Presentation (informational)
http://www.atis.org/esif/docs/Future-PSAP-Presentation-06-22-04.pdf
· PSAP ALI Interface – Next Generation Need White Paper (informational)
http://www.atis.org/esif/docs/Intrado-PSAP-ALI-Interface-Issues-Paper.pdf



The deliverable associated with this new issue will be an American National Standard (ANS). The target timeframe for initial Letter Ballot is December 2004, or January 2005; and the general work schedule is as follows:

· August-September 2004 - Requirements Formulation (and introductory information)

· September-October 2004 - Analysis and Detailed Functional Specification Formulation

· October-November 2004 - Design and Detailed Interface Specification Formulation

· December 2004 (and possibly January 2005) - Pre-Letter Ballot Finalization and Letter Ballot Issuance (final content integration, final consistency true-up, final edits, etc.)

· January-March 2005 - Completion of Balloting and Comment Consideration (move issue to Final Closure and request publication).

The majority of the Task Force’s work will be accomplished via virtual meetings, but the Task Force will also meet during ESIF’s regular quarterly face-to-face meetings. The Task Force virtual meeting schedule for 2004-2005 is as follows:

· First conference call on Tuesday, August 3, 2004, 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. (Eastern)

· Virtual meetings recurring every two weeks from 8/3/04, on Tuesdays, 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. (Eastern) 

· Adjustments to schedule will be made as appropriate (e.g., cancellations due to holidays)

· The last Tuesday virtual meeting will be announced sometime in the 1st quarter of 2005.

· Phone Bridge: 720-494-6699, or 888-807-1270; Conference ID: 9 4 1 8

It is highly recommended all interested parties participate in the regularly scheduled virtual meetings and provide their input directly to the Task Force. Formal liaisons/correspondences are also welcome.

We look forward to your input and participation on this important emergency services topic. Please contact me if you have any comments, questions, or concerns.

Thank you.

Sincerely,
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Jim Nixon

ESIF Chair

cc:  Dan Bart,  Sr. Vice President, Standards & Special Projects, Telecommunications Industry Association
Bob Hall,  T1S1 Chair
Joe Zebarth,  T1S1 Vice Chair
Mark Younge,  T1P1 Chair
Don Zelmer,  T1P1 Vice Chair
Darold Whitmer,  Network Reliability and Interoperability Council (NRIC) VII
Jim Nixon,  Network Reliability and Interoperability Council VII
RoxAnn Brown,  Network Reliability and Interoperability Council VII
Nancy Carlsen,  Network Reliability and Interoperability Council VII
Jeffery Goldthorp,  FCC Designated Federal Officer, NRIC VII
Mike Fargano, Co-Chair,  Emergency Services Messaging Interface Task Force
Mike Nelson, Co-Chair,  Emergency Services Messaging Interface Task Force
ESIF Management Team
Charles Pyott,  ESIF Administrator
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