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July 24, 2006
IMSI Oversight Council:
During an IOC conference call which took place on February 10, 2006, in regard to wireless providers using HNI codes for Mobile Virtual Network Operation (MVNO) service, the industry agreed that this type of use should be permitted, contingent upon IMSI guideline changes being made to incorporate this use.   One of the carriers providing this service, Wireless Solutions International, was requested to submit guidelines revisions for IOC review.
WSI has provided the following revision:

“6.0   CRITERIA FOR HNI ASSIGNMENT

· In the event an applicant is providing network services but is not a public mobile operator, the applicant must be at least an associate member with the GSM Association or other recognized/approved industry governing body, and submit evidence of same.”

WSI also provided the following reason for this change, not to be incorporated into the guidelines:  Certain GSM services require the use of a PMN code to bill a mobile operator’s subscriber.  In order to exchange billing records with a DCH, one must have a PMN code as well as an IMSI or specifically an HNI.  Both items are required by the GSM Association to exchange billing information from one DCH to another.  If a mobile services provider has a PMN code but cannot get an IMSI to associate with it, the mobile services provider cannot follow the GSM guidelines in order to exchange its billing records per the GSMA standard and therefore provide services.

The Administrator recommends that an IOC conference call be established to discuss this guideline revision.
Very truly yours,

Anne Walker

IMSI Administrator

