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Meeting Summary  
Gary Richenaker, Chair

1. Call To Order

Chairman Gary Richenaker called the meeting to order at 2:04 pm and thanked all participants for joining.

2. Introductions

All participants took the opportunity to introduce themselves.  Participants were:

Martha Ciske, ATIS, IOC Secretariat
Anne Walker, Telcordia, IMSI-A
Gary Richenaker, Telcordia, IOC Chair
Thomas Schwalb, Teleglobe
Anna Miller, T-Mobile

Doug Rollender, Lucent Technologies

Curtis Robinson, Office of Utilities Regulation, Jamaica

Tor Swennumson, WSI Americas

Martin Guifoyle, WSI Americas

3.  MVNO HNI Application Issue

Anne Walker, IMSI-A, introduced IOC 06-02-10-02 Letter from IMSI-A to IOC regarding the assignment of HNI codes to MVNO operators for maritime and land use.  It was noted that WSI Americas has applied for a HNI, but that the application was pending upon the decision of the IOC on this issue.  It was noted that the SID Administrator had been contacted and felt that the use of HNI codes by MVNOs was appropriate. The questions posed by the IMSI-A to the IOC for decision were:

1. Are MVNO operators eligible for HNI administration under the IMSI Guidelines?

2. If so, what documentation should be required before an MVNO could receive a HNI?

Tor Swennumson, WSI Americas, explained that receipt and use of HNI codes would be important to the business of MVNOs.  Their company functions as a roaming broker and an HNI code would allow them to obtain roaming agreements to GSM networks that they would not be able to obtain without a HNI.  They were in need of a 1 to 1 mapping for an IMSI code to an alpha numeric code for billing under the guidelines of the GSM Association.  Without an HNI, this 1 to 1 mapping was impossible.  WSI Americas is a GSM Association member, but does not qualify as a CMRS operator to the FCC and therefore does not have a CMRS license.
Anne Walker noted that to administrate HNIs to an entity without a CMRS license, the IMSI Guidelines would need to be modified.  She suggested that if there was a valid business case, then those parties making that case should suggest the modifications to be made to the IOC. She was not opposed to the use of HNI codes by MVNOs, but would like to see what criteria they feel should be used to qualify themselves.

Agreement Reached:  The use of for HNI codes for land and maritime use by Mobile Virtual Network Operators is a valid use of HNI codes.

Agreement Reached:  In order to assign HNI codes to Mobile Virtual Network Operators, a revision must be made to the IMSI Guidelines.

Gary Richenaker, IOC Chair agreed with Anne Walker’s suggestion, and inquired as to what sort of licensure MVNOs carried.

Tor Swennumson, WSI Americas,  answered that they were more an aggregator of service. The do not market to individual subscribers, but rather piggybacked on the infrastructure of licensed CMRS operators.  He did not know of any licensure requirements  for MVNO operators.

Agreement Reached: MVNOs who apply for HNI codes should be certified by some manner in lieu of FCC licenses.

Thomas Schwalb, Teleglobe noted that Teleglobe was familiar with MVNOs as they provide international signaling.  In order to do screening of the signals, it was very hard to identify MVNOs.  If MVNO operators used HNIs they would be much more visible and it would be easier for everyone involved.

Anna Miller, T-Mobile, inquired as to the possibility of using a SID for the identification of MVNOs for that purpose, noting that it may be a better choice for portability than an HNI.

Thomas Schwalb, Teleglobe agreed that a SID may work, but that it would not provide for non-portable use.

Martin Guifoyle, WSI Americas noted that the GSM Association assigns a TAP source code to those members with IMSIs.  MVNOs may want to obtain TAP source codes as well.
Gary Richenaker, IOC Chair, notes the ITU does assign IMSIs for those who are international operators.

Martin Guifoyle, WSI Americas noted that they were aware of that possibility but did not qualify for ITU assignation of an IMSI since they only operate in the United States.
Gary Richenaker, IOC Chair summarized that the consensus of the IOC was that HNI code use by MVNOs was a valid use of the codes,  that in order to use the codes, some manner of licensure should be provided, that in order to administrate HNIs to MVNOs that a revision to the IMSI Guidelines must be made, and that revision should be suggested by the MVNO operators.

Tor Swennumson, WSI Americas, agreed that WSI Americas would draft a revision to the IMSI Guidelines and submit it to the IOC.

ACTION:  The MVNO operators applying for HNIs will draft revisions to the IMSI Guidelines as they feel would adequately allow them to obtain HNIs from the IMSI-A including some guidelines at to how MVNO operators should be certified in lieu of an FCC license.

4. Review Agreements/Action Items
Agreement Reached:  The use of for HNI codes for land and maritime use by Mobile Virtual Network Operators is a valid use of HNI codes.

Agreement Reached:  In order to assign HNI codes to Mobile Virtual Network Operators, a revision must be made to the IMSI Guidelines.

Agreement Reached: MVNOs who apply for HNI codes should be certified by some manner in lieu of FCC licenses.

ACTION:  The MVNO operators applying for HNIs will draft revisions to the IMSI Guidelines as they feel would adequatley allow them to obtain HNIs from the IMSI-A including some guidelines at to how MVNO operators should be certified in lieu of an FCC license.

5. Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 2:47 pm.
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