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1.  Issue/Appeal Title: Assignment of HNI Codes to MVNO Operators
________________________________________________________________

2a.  Originator: IMSI-A
2b.  Company: Telcordia
2c.  Phone/Fax: 732-699-4204
2d.  Date Submitted: December 19, 2005
2e.  Appeal/Issue Number: 06-02-10-02
2f.  Resolution Date: July 25, 2006
3.  Issue/Appeal Statement:

Excerpted from 06-02-10-02  letter from the IMSI-A

Two wireless carriers have applied for HNI codes for land and maritime use.  They have advised they are providing Mobile Virtual Network Operation (MVNO)service, and are not licensed by the FCC.  Upon investigation, it was determined that MVNO mobile operators do not own their own network infrastructure but have business arrangements with traditional mobile operators to buy minutes of use for their own customers.  It is considered likely that this concept could become as popular in the US as it is in Europe.
I have contacted David Crowe of IFAST and have been advised that this is a valid use of HNI codes.  In order to be able to comply with this need, Telcordia as Administrator recommends that the IMSI Guidelines be updated to address this issue.  One item in particular which needs attention is that some of these carriers have no FCC license, so the industry needs to advise Telcordia what type of documentation should be required to issue these codes.

The Administrator recommends that an IOC conference call be established to address the MVNO issue.

4.  Suggested Resolution:

A revision of the IMSI Guidelines to reflect the eligibility of MVNOs to obtain and use HNIs should be considered.
5. Issue/Appeal Status (per meeting):

February 10, 2006-  
Agreement Reached:  The use of for HNI codes for land and maritime use by Mobile Virtual Network Operators is a valid use of HNI codes.

Agreement Reached:  In order to assign HNI codes to Mobile Virtual Network Operators, a revision must be made to the IMSI Guidelines.

Agreement Reached: MVNOs who apply for HNI codes should be certified by some mannier in lieu of FCC licenses.
ACTION:  The MVNO operators applying for HNIs will draft revisions to the IMSI Guidelines as they feel would adequatley allow them to obtain HNIs from the IMSI-A including some guidelines at to how MVNO operators should be certified in lieu of an FCC license.

6.  IOC Resolution:
On July 25, 2006, the IMSI-A has received a proposed revision to the IMSI Guidelines from the MVNOs to be considered by the IOC. 
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