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IOC ISSUE/APPEAL IDENTIFICATION FORM

1.  Issue/Appeal Title: GTA Wireless use of the 310 Mobile Country Code in Guam
_______________________________________________________________________
2a.  Originator: Andrew Gayle


2b.  Company: GTA Wireless
2c.  Phone/Fax: (671) 644-1035


(671) 644-1122 (fax)

2d.  Date Submitted: July 25, 2005
2e.  Appeal/Issue Number: 05-08-25-03
2f.  Resolution Date: September 9, 2005
3.  Issue/Appeal Statement: 
The island of Guam is a territory of the United States.  GTA Wireless is building a new GSM network on the island which is home to Anderson Air Force Base and several Naval Bases.  In order to facilitate seamless roaming for US Service men & women, the use of the 310/311 (mainland USA) Mobile Country Code is required for the on-island GSM network.
Further, competitive carriers on-island have already made use of the 310 MCC for their on-island networks.  Guam Wireless telephone Co. D/B/A Hafatel uses 310 as their MCC with 470 as their MNC.  Furthermore,  Hafatel advertises their network as “USA 470” in print and Internet advertisements. See http://hafatel.com/2.html and attached file. Also, there are currently three other US mainland MCCs which are assigned and active on the island of Guam; 310.400, 311.120, and 311.250.  The inability of GTA Wireless to use the 310 or 311 MCC puts us at a significant competitive disadvantage in doing bilateral roaming business with mainland US carriers.  
As an example, Cingular subscribers, while on Guam, will view these other carriers as within their local country and will be given roaming preference over other carriers without the 310 or 311 MCC.  If required to use a Guam MCC, GTA Wireless will lose access to over 85% of Cingular roamers alone.  As a single carrier lands at the Naval Base, several thousand sailors taking liberty come on Guam and roam with their mainland phones while on island.

4.  Suggested Resolution:  
GTA Wireless respectfully requests an exception to the IMSI administration guideline which would allow us to use the 310 or 311 MCC for the new GSM network under construction in Guam.  This will allow GTA Wireless to compete on a level playing field with these other carriers already assigned and using the US mainland Mobile Country Codes.
5. Issue/Appeal Status (per meeting):

At the August 25, 2005 meeting, it was agreed that GTA Wireless would be elligible to receive an IMSI code from the IMSI-A with a USA MCC should the following take place:

1. A letter from an authoritative body be sent to the IMSI-A conveying evidence that no IMSI codes have been assigned by any authoritative body in the U.S. Territory of Guam or are being used by wireless carriers in Guam and requesting the administration and assignment of IMSI codes to wireless carriers in Guam to be carried out by the IMSI-A.
2. Immediate steps be taken to return the 535 MCC assigned to the U.S. Territory of Guam to the ITU through proper return procedures (E212) and evidence of such be conveyed to the IMSI-A.

6.  IOC Resolution:
On September 9, 2005, the IMSI-A reported the receipt of the above correspondence from GTA Wireless.  The IMSI-A has proceeded to process GTA Wireless' HNI application and will honor all HNI requests from Guam carriers going forward.
