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3.  Issue/Appeal Statement:

SUMMARY:

In a CDMA industry-wide coordinated effort, the CDMA Development Group (CDG) Executive Board has unanimously approved a resolution for immediate implementation to enhance system selection procedures for international roamers. 
CDMA operators in North America have not required up to this point the use of MCC and MNC.
The new CDG procedures will now require the use of the MCC and MNC. The details are provided in CDG Technical Reference Document #86.

All CDMA carriers currently broadcast MCC and MNC information and the majority of US carriers do not currently broadcast valid information.  Furthermore, while the latest standards support a three digit MNC, the currently deployed equipment is constrained to operate on broadcasting a two digit MNC.

This is a similar issue to that faced by our colleagues with GSM networks. This issue has been addressed for GSM networks by the accommodations of Addendum 1 of the IMSI Assignment and Management Guidelines and Procedures.  The CDG also understands that there is a related issue for GSM with use of any MCC other than 310 for networks that rely on E212 to E214 translation without the capability of Q.713 being present. 
The CDG has identified an allocation policy for CDMA ANSI-41 carriers that will not compromise IMSI uniqueness and yet would allow their inbound CDMA roaming partners to select their US CDMA networks by their valid MCC/MNC.

4.  Suggested Resolution:

The CDG is aware that the 310/xx0 space is becoming exhausted. The use of any other 310/xxY allocation, while providing unique HNIs, would provide non-unique MCC+MNC(2) combinations and potentially non-unique IMSIs.

The CDG proposes that the same xx0 allocation strategy for MNCs as that in place for GSM, be used for CDMA operators.  It is proposed that these assignments be placed on another MCC than 310; for example, 315.
In this way, unique IMSIs at the devices are guaranteed across GSM and CDMA technologies.
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