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Antigua and Barbuda is of the view that ITU-T Recommendation E212 does need to be strengthened and state explicitly that “off shore” Mobile Country Codes (MCC) should not be used.

It is our view that the “Mobile Country or Geographical Area Codes” should not be ambiguous in any way.  It is the part of the mobile station identification that uniquely identifies the country of domicile of the mobile station and should remain as such.

To substitute an “off shore” MCC would be misleading other countries and operators into viewing the domicile country of the Network of the mobile station or terminal as being different to what it really is.  This is deception and is clearly wrong.

The economic arguments put forward in favour of this misinformation in the mobile station identification should not be allowed to take precedence over the other factors such as sovereignty, correctness in identification, future changes in organization ownership, future changes in country specific policies which may negatively impact on the operation and population of the domicile country of the network.  The use of country specific MCC will be always transparent to these changes.  

Finally, all of the down sides of identifying the domiciliary country of a network as that of another country may not be readily obvious; therefore, the ITU-T Recommendation should go a step further in stating explicitly that Mobile Country or Geographical Area Codes should not be used outside of the issued Country or Geographical Area.
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