ATIS Memo

June 6, 2001

FM:  Ed Hall, ATIS

TO:  IMSI Management 

RE:  IMSI Assignments for ANSI-41 Networks within NANP

During the March 7, 2001 TR45 Committee (Cellular and Personal Communications Standards) meeting, I, acting as the ATIS Liaison, requested deliberation on the issue of needing to coordinate IMSI assignments for ANSI-41 based networks within the NANP serving area.  After some discussion a response was agreed to and is summarized below.

Currently, North American based ANSI-41 operators roaming on ANSI-41 “visited” systems outside the NANP serving area would encounter no routing problem if assigned an IMSI containing any of the seven (7) US MCC’s.

However, a significant problem arises when considering the future of ANSI-41 networks as it relates to the work completed in Committee TR46 regarding GAIT (GSM and ANSI-41 (CDMA, TDMA) Technology).  This technology permits an ANSI-41 capable handset, using a US assigned IMSI, to roam on a “visited” GSM network.  Enabling this function with a US specific MCC other than 310 programmed into the handset will have a Global Tile Translation equating to Country Code 01.  Presently, this translation will cause a routing conflict. 

Therefore, to provide appropriate provisioning to US based ANSI-41 network operators, the US, IMSI Administrator should coordinate such assignments with those made to NANP based, GSM operators.  An assignment with an IMSI having a MCC of 311, 312, 313, 314, 315, or 316 should not be made until such time that ITU Recommendation Q.713 is completed and implemented. 

