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* 1. ISSUE STATEMENT: 555-XXXX line numbers, currently assigned by local exchange carriers, are one of the few remaining seven-digit resources that could be used on a nationwide basis. As an example, nationwide use of these numbers has been proposed as an alternative resource for information service providers. (See attached correspondence.) The purpose of this issue is to stimulate discussion at ICCF to determine the industry’s interest in pursuing extended use of 555-XXXX line numbers and to initiate appropriate action. NANPA actively supports the expanded use of 555-XXXX.

*2.  SUGGESTED RESOLUTION OR OUTPUT/SERVICE DESIRED:  A phased approach is suggested: First, ICCF would discuss and reach consensus on the desirability of expanded use of 555-XXXX numbers. Second, if the results from the first phase are positive, the service(s) for which these numbers would be used must be defined. (Liaison with the IILO may be required if these services involve information service providers.) Questions to be answered include whether the service(s) are to be provided locally, regionally, nationally, or all of these. Third, appropriate assignment guidelines for these numbers must be developed.

* 3.  OTHER IMPACTS (if any): IILC Issue #036 addresses abbreviated dialing for information service providers. The FCC has an open proceeding on the use of N11 codes.

U S WEST has a request from an information service provider for a 555-XXXX line number.

4.  CURRENT ACTIVITY: A Workshop was formed on 12/14/92 to address this Issue. Co-Chairs are Kelly Daniels, Telco Planning, and Jim Deak, NANPA. The Workshop reported on their current activities at ICCF28. A liaison letter will be sent by the ICCF Moderator to the

appropriate organizations (e.g. IILC, CompTel, Telocator, USTA, CTIA, OPASTCO) to further

encourage their participation in the Workshop. At ICCF29 the Workshop indicated that the target date for completion of 555 NXX Assignment Guidelines is ICCF30. At ICCF3O, the Workshop indicated that, although it is close to completing the Guidelines, a sanity check of them and of the associated Request form is still in progress. This Issue was referred to the INC Standing Committee at ICCF3O.
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4.  CURRENT ACTIVITY (con’t):  This Issue was accepted for initial closure at INC3. At INC4, Workshop participants reviewed and modified industry contributions to the guidelines and requested time at INC5 to complete its work and bring the guidelines to final closure. At INC5, the Workshop completed development of the 555 Assignment Guidelines which will be presented for final closure at INC6 (4/29). The Guidelines Transition Plan will be reviewed for consideration of grandfathering of prior 555 assignment requests at INC6.

5.  RESOLUTION: At INC6, the “555 NXX Assignment Guidelines” were accepted for final closure (INC Document INC 94-0429-002). The guidelines address the need for and use of 555 number resources including national/non-national numbers, centralized administration and service descriptions. A transition timeline was also adopted for implementing the guidelines as follows:

(1)  North American Numbering Plan administration (NANPA) will prepare and distribute an Information Letter (IL) describing the guidelines and transition timeline. In addition to NANPA's normal distribution list, the IL will also be distributed to the following organizations: Information Industry Liaison Committee (IILC), North American Telecommunications Association (NATA), National Association of Interactive Services (NAIS), Information Industry Association (IIA), Motion Picture Association, Screen Writers Guild and other entertainment/advertising industry organizations, as appropriate. The IL will be distributed by NANPA no later than May 13, 1994.

(2) Requests for grandfathering of current uses of 555 numbers, except 555-1212 as described below, will be accepted by the administrator upon distribution of the IL by NANPA. Requests must be submitted using the 555 NXX Assignment Request form, with a cover letter noting that it is a “grandfather” request for a 555 number. Upon request, the NANPA will make available the list of grandfathered numbers after June 17, 1994.

(3)  The deadline for accepting requests for grandfathering of existing numbers will expire on June 17, 1994, at which time a three-week open enrollment for 555 numbers will begin. During the open enrollment period, applications will be accepted but no assignments will be made.
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5.  RESOLUTION (con’t):
 (4)  On July 8, 1994, the open enrollment for 555 numbers will expire and 555 numbers will be assigned. If multiple requests for the same number are received, the parties will be asked if they are willing to abide by a random selection process. If all parties requesting the same number don't agree, a 60-day period will begin in which the administrator will communicate with all parties encouraging that they reach agreement on assignment and informing them that at the end of 60 days the issue will be referred to the appropriate regulatory bodies, if necessary.  This 60-day period can be extended if involved parties are making progress and all parties agree that additional time to reach agreement is needed. An arbitration or mediation process initiated by the parties might take place during the 60-day period if agreed to by all parties. If agreement has been reached by all parties on the assignment of the number, the administrator will make the assignment providing all but one request are withdrawn. Furthermore, any number requests involved in this process are to be counted as part of the five 555 numbers an entity may apply for.

(5)  All applications for 555 numbers received after July 8, 1994 will be treated in accordance with the Guidelines, i.e., 555 numbers will be assigned on a first-come, first-served basis with multiple requests for the same number assigned by a random selection process.

555-1212 will be considered non-assignable for any purpose other than directory assistance service as provided by interexchange carriers and local exchange carriers. Existing 555 numbers will be grandfathered as non-national resources, which are in active tariffed service or otherwise provided with regulatory approval.

555 number applicants must supply the following information to the 555 administrator in order to avoid future duplicate assignments:

1. Entity that is actively using the 555 number(s) including address, telephone number and point of contact.

2. NPAs where the 555 number(s) is/are in service.

3. Certify that the 555 resource was placed in service.

